January Teaching Theme: The Church
YA Speaker: Pastor Linghui “Peter” Tian
B Topic: In Christ, We are One Family
£ 3 Scripture: Acts 2:1-13, 37-47

Monthly Theme: This month our teaching theme will focus on “The Church.” The Church, as we
know, is not a building or place or even worship gatherings, but a multi-ethnic community made
up of God’s people (Kingdom Citizens). If we don’t understand or grasp the robust vision the
Scriptures have for the Church, we will be doomed to not live into our calling as a community.
Last week we looked at understanding the Church as a Kingdom Embassy in the world whose
chief ethic is reconciliation. Building on top of this, this week, Pastor Tian examined the Church
as a family crossing national, ethnic, and cultural boundaries.
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January Teaching Schedule - Theme: The Church

3rd — f1E#i& The Church as an Embassy (X£ #% Biblical Theology, F# %5
#$ 2Corinthians 5)

10th — E#BIEEE KX REE The TransNational Family of God (f{£1T4& Acts 2:1-40,
LIZEIL$ Isaiah 25:6-8)

17th — 2 RHIEZ2 Community of the Spirit (&S5RI 1 Peter 2:4-5)

24th — #¥RIE7EHAY28 I God’'s Chosen Instrument in the World (2B XRBT$ 1
Timothy 3:14-16, #&{5#1% 1 Peter 2:6-10)

31st — EBHIFL{K The Body of Christ (UZE HIBEME — L LK Unity &
Celebrated Diversity, Grounded in Love) (S# £ /i1 Corinthians 12:12-13:13)

Resources:
Sermon Video
Sermon Slides

Discussion Questions (Pastor Linghui Tian):

(1) Read Acts 2 together. What observations do you make and what stands out to you? How
would you summarize the passage?

(2) ERNANERNZHEER TR, RIG2MAHERLN ? RSFHERNBENSIN L
BFITAIR B ML ER B 2 How did Peter explain when people thought the apostles were "full
of new wine"? How does Peter's explanation help us to understand God today?

() RAMFZREUAZERTREFIL D, BHEEFEBNIBEEIT?” KESWAEZEH ? After
listening to Peter's sharing, everyone felt heartbroken and asked Peter, "What should we
do?" How did Peter answer?

(4) WREEIER, BELAER? MNSMEEE ? MBHMNHER. FH. XEEF
B, AteitfIERDER, RILMBZMEFT —IE ? After listening to Peter's sharing,
how many people repented? Where do they come from? If they have different
backgrounds, identities, cultures, etc., why can they live together in love with each other
with one accord?


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d9SWOGS-8XM&feature=youtu.be
http://www.lcccky.org/CellGroup/Meetings/In%20Christ%20we%20are%20family.pdf

(5) ZEETBRWZRER RERHUKIRIH L 2 RHSERSEMERE ?What is  your
biggest gain from listening to this message? Where will you change?

Important Notes (Pastor William R. Horne):

In Acts 2, we see the birth of the Church moving God'’s plan forward to include “all people” in the
family of God. God’s plan from the very beginning was to include all people, nations, ethnicities,
and languages in the people of God and here in the birth of the Church, we see this mission
moving forward. Peter’s sermon in Acts 2, we see this mission of God to create a family of “all
people” traced throughout the story of Scripture. We will experience the fullness of this reality
when King Jesus returns and see “a great multitude that no one could count, from every
nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb.”
(Rev 7:9). In the present, we as the Church should be making every effort to live into this vision,
creating a space that looks like “Heaven on Earth.” Though we face many difficulties in
accomplishing this vision, through the power of the Holy Spirit, we can create spaces that give
us a taste of the fullness of this “transnational” family of God. At the end of Acts 2, we see this
vision of the family of God being of all people in their generosity and hospitality - sharing their
wealth and possession, taking care of one another’s needs, like a healthy family.

If the Church is a “transnational” family, we should be wary of any ideology that is overly
patriotic or that views a certain nation or people group in a negative way. The Kingdom of God
doesn’t abide by the man-made boundaries of nation-states or the racial-caste system of the
U.S. We have family across all of these borders! Thus, we must celebrate the diversity of our
family and live with self-sacrificial love towards our neighbors across borders, ethnic, and
cultural, and socio-economic lines. How can we as both individuals and the community of the
Church live into this vision? How will we live into the call to be the “transnational” family of God?



