February Teaching Theme: Lent

W & Speaker: Dr. Victor Hamilton

BB Topic: “Two Parables About Prayer.”
£ 3 Scripture: Luke 18:1-14

Monthly Theme: This month, we will spend time reflecting upon matters of spiritual formation,
discipline, and the process of sanctification in light of Lent season. This month for much of the
Global Church begins a season called “Lent,” from February 17th to April 3rd. Lent is a time to
“travel with Jesus towards his death.” In this season, we spend extra time in repentance through
self-examination and renewal through identification with Jesus on his journey. This season is
characterized by prayer, fasting, and almsgiving (generosity). Much of the Christian life and
spiritual formation is the battle of living like Jesus and not participating in evil (sin). Growing into
the likeness of Jesus is both the Holy Spirit's work and the choice to submit to the Holy Spirit in
the choices we make. We kicked off the series this month, spending time reflecting on “Who We
Are Becoming” and with whose eyes we see the world, ourselves, and others. Pastor Tian
continued last week, talking about winning the battle in Christ. This week, Dr. Hamilton
examined two important parables Jesus told about prayer, found in the Gospel of Luke.

— R February — M) #i Lent

7th — Who Are We Becoming? (Phil 3)

14th - & © B4 8 The Battle of Self-Denial (¥ &4 Romans
7:7-8:1-2 and/or ¥ Proverbs 5) (HAHA Lent)

21st — S HEH S 5K The Battle of Prayer & Humility (3& in{g 3
Luke 18:1-14) ( MA]#] Lent)

28th — ZHY 4 The Battle of Love (A8 — 1 John 4:7-21) (U 4]
#A Lent)

Resources:
Sermon Video
Sermon Slides

Discussion Questions (Dr. Hamilton):
1. Read Luke 18:1-14 together. What observations do you make, and what stands out to
you? How would you summarize the passage?

2. At the beginning of his sermon, Dr. Hamilton listed nine differences/similarities between
the two prayer parables in Luke 18:1-8 and Luke 18:9-14. Pick out two or three of them
that you think are especially important in applying the teachings about prayer in these
parables to one’s own life. (See Slides 3-11)

3. How do you reconcile the truth of the first parable in which Jesus teaches persistence in
prayer, keep knocking, keep asking, with a verse like Isaiah 65:24, which starts with
these words, “Before they call | [God] will answer...,” or Matthew 6:7-8, “And when you
pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=minfbY7n1MY
http://www.lcccky.org/CellGroup/Meetings/2021%2002%2021%20sermon.pdf

their many words. Do not be like them for your Father knows what you need before you
ask him”?

In the second parable, what are the “good” things, the Pharisee says about himself?
What are the “bad” things he says about himself that really cancel out the good things he
may have said earlier?

Is there any significant difference between asking God to forgive your sins and asking
God to show mercy to you, and if so, what is that difference? (See Slides 19-20)

What did you think of Dr. Hamilton’s suggestion near the end of his sermon that Jesus
did not intend in the second parable to teach that we ought to start each day beating our
breasts and staring down at the ground? (See Slide 21)

Important Notes (Pastor Will):
Notes on Luke 18:1-8:

The scenario of a widow seeking justice should be a familiar situation to Jesus listeners
as the Old Testament repeatedly demands that Israel practice justice for “the widow,
the fatherless, the foreigner, and the poor.” (Often called the “quartet of the
vulnerable”). In our treatment of marginalized people in our day, do we reflect God’s
desire or the unjust judge’s attitude?

If this unjust judge listens to the persistent pleas of the widow, much more will
God listen “to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night.” The judge refused to
do justice for a while. In contrast, God will not “delay long,” but “will quickly grant justice”
to them. This contrast between the judge’s delayed reaction and God’s prompt response
must be stressed. Otherwise, the parable may be understood (and has often been
understood) in the sense that God is like that unjust judge and will eventually answer
prayer, not out of justice or compassion, but out of sheer fatigue at the insistence of
petitioners. Such an interpretation would seem to place God on the side of the believer’s
adversary, just as the judge in the parable, by not acting, took the side of the widow’s
opponent. Nothing could be further from the intention of the parable. What Jesus is
saying is that God, who is loving and not unfeeling, as the judge is, will respond
promptly and will not delay and demand insistent petitions, as does the judge.
(Gonzélez, J. L.)

Why then the need “to pray always and not to lose heart”? The disciples live in the
difficult days when they long for the day of the Son of Man and their open vindication.
They are like Noah being mocked by his neighbors. The only way to remain firm in such
a situation is to pray continually and thus to receive vindication from the Lord. The open
manifestation of such vindication may not be until “the day when the Son of Man is
revealed.” But those who pray will receive prompt assurance of their vindication.
(Gonzalez, J. L.) In our practice of consistent prayer, God meets us and forms us
into the likeness of Jesus, vindicating (show or prove to be right, reasonable, or
justified) our faith. Note that Jesus’ question at the end concerning faith places the



widow’s action as an act of faith. When we pray and live in hope (of the New Heaven
and New Earth), we are acting in trust that King Jesus will answer.

- Main Point of Parable: Jesus calls us to trust in God (and his promised return), knowing
he is a just, loving God who cares for our needs and never to stop praying as God meets
us in prayer and will answer.

Notes on Luke 18:9-14:

- This parable continues the theme of prayer but looks at our posture in both prayer
and life. Both the Pharisee and the tax collector stand, one “by himself” and the other
“far off.” One stands by himself so as not to be contaminated by others less pure than
he. The other stands far off because he does not consider himself worthy. Yet, the one
who stands far off is, in fact, nearer to God. All that the Pharisee says he does he should
be doing; and all he says he is not, he should not be. Tithing and fasting are good
religious practices, commended by Scripture. Being a thief, a rogue, an adulterer, or a
tax collector (a collaborator with the occupying Romans) were not commendable
activities. Jesus is not saying that people should not do what the Pharisee does (fasting
and tithing) nor that they should become collaborators with the powerful and the ungodly,
as tax collectors were. He says that when the Pharisee uses his piety and religious
practices to consider himself better than the tax collector, he will not be justified.
Even a tax collector who acknowledges his sin and his shortcomings will be
justified. The reversal is that the one who brings piety, purity, and obedience, and who
trusts in all these, is farther away from God than the one who simply brings misery,
weakness, and dependence but trust in God. (Gonzalez, J. L.)

- This passage should cause us to ask two questions: (1) How do | view others? Do |
think | am better than others? (2) Who/What do | trust? Do | trust in God and his
abundant grace in Jesus, or do | trust in my efforts? Pride and self-importance are
shown as an obstacle in the way to the kingdom. When we pray from a place of humility,
this will change the way we view and honor others.

Reflections on Q6:

Dr. Hamilton suggested that the practice of “beating our breast” with our “heads towards the
ground” as the tax collector should be evident in seasons but not a habitual practice. This
insight is significant, as often we approach the Christian life living under the weight of constant
guilt and shame. However, in the Gospel, we are declared not guilty and empowered to walk
away from sin. In God’s mercy found in King Jesus, we can walk free of sin, guilt, and shame.
We should seek to live a life of repentant and humble recognition of our constant need for
mercy, but in Jesus, we know we are forgiven!

Sermon Summary (Elder Yin):
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Two Parables About Prayer

Luke 18:1-14

Dr. Victor Hamilton

2 parables, only in the gospel of Luke

Parable of the persistent widow (who would not stop banging the door)
Parable of the Pharisee and a tax collector

2 back to back parables

Both about prayers but different focus

9 differences/similarities

1. Different audiences

V18:1a to his disciples

18:9 confident in their own right

Probably Jesus delivered at different time and places

Who are we?

2. Two main characters

The widow and the judge

The Pharisee and the tax collector

3. The location of the action

In a certain town (anywhere)

In the temple, set in Jerusalem

4. The action took place

At the court, widow in pleading her case

In a house of worship, the individual came to pray

5. Stunning contrasts

The judge was forced to listen to the widow vs

Our God is delighted to respond to us, He welcomes us to pray
The proud Pharisee vs meek tax collector

6. The prayer purpose

For justice against wrongdoings vs for mercy

Wrongs committed against me vs wrongs | have committed

7. The importance in prayer

The importance of persistence in prayer, don't take no for no vs.
The importance of humility in prayer

8. The endings

End with a question? V8b when the son of man comes, will he find faith on the earth? Do we
have the faith of the widow?

Ends w a promise v14b



For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, he who humbled himself will be exalted
9. Time of making point

Jesus told the disciples this parable at the beginning, to pray not give up v1

Jesus told at the end, humble then be exalted v14b

Four individuals, which one does you identify with?

Most easily see something of yourself?

Not the judge! Don't fear God, don't care about man!! He listened only because of widow's
bother! 1corinthians 9:27 the word "bother" appears, Paul talked about self-control, beats his
body, gives me a black eye @

The Pharisee

He thought himself more spiritual and moral than others, self important, proud, look down his
nose on you. Lord, please don't let me be one like himg

The widow

Represent someone vulnerable, abused, used, oppressed, take advantaged.

In Deuteronomy, the word, widow, appears 13 times, all references to God's care and
compassion for widow

Deut 10:18He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and love the alien

Acts 6:1 the Grecian Jews' widows were overlooked in the daily distribution of food

Father, they don't know what they are doing, said Jesus on the cross

It's good to seek for justice if wronged

Tax collector

The best illustration of humble in front of God, to seek for mercy, a sinner

Instead of like the widow ask for justice, he knew he sinned, asked for mercy only, not even for
forgiveness

What's mercy?

Is compassion showing from one to another, when the first one has the power to punish the
latter

God chooses forgiveness over condemnation, over punishment, gives us a second chance
God chooses love instead of wrath

Everyone in our life time, there is time all we can ask to God, kneed, is mercy!! But Jesus didn't
suggest we do that daily, stared at the ground, beat us up, the tax collector didn't even dare to
look up in heaven

Other parts of the Bible tell us it's healthy to look up in heaven
Mark 6:41, 7:34, John 17:1, Jesus looked up and prayed
Acts 7:55 (Stephen)

Humble moment is not a habitual moment. At times, we plea God for mercy. Hopefully most
days of our life begin w "this is the day the lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it" psalms
118:24



Widow or tax collector?
Seek for justice
Seek for mercy



