March Teaching Theme: The Book of Malachi

W R Speaker: Pastor Linghui Tian / Dr. Stacy Minger
B B Topic: God of Justice

£ 3 Scripture: Malachi 2:7 - 3:5

Monthly Theme: For the next two months (outside of Easter), we will be walking through the
prophetic book of Malachi. Malachi is a contemporary of Ezra and Nehemiah; thus, the historical
context for this book is the same as Ezra-Nehemiah's. It is debated if Malachi’s prophetic
ministry comes in between Zerubabel and Ezra’s return to the land or if it is shortly after the
ending of Nehemiah, which we just looked at last week. Either way, we know that God was
speaking through Malachi to the people of Isreal within the same storyline and context as
Ezra-Nehemiah. Recall, in the Ezra-Nehemiah, the hopes were high upon the return to the land,
but after it is all said and done, the people prove to be just as corrupt, unjust, and unfaithful
as before the exile. Malachi steps onto the scene to confront the sin, corruption, and injustice
that has become characteristic of this new generation in the land. Something lurking in the
background of the story of Ezra-Nehemiah that we did not mention in our last series is the
pressures of mixed allegiances within the Israelite leadership. Recall that the temple and wall
project and the paychecks of many Israelite leaders were being funded by the Persian
government, which had other plans and agendas. So, for instance, the Persian government
would have likely used the temple to collect governmental taxes, opening up the door for
confusion and corruption. Thus, it is likely that these mixed allegiances to Yahweh and the
Persian government contributed to the failings of Israel at the time. And this is the context that
Malachi confronts - a lack of full allegiance to Yahweh, leading to corrupt, unjust, and unwise
actions. The book is divided into six disputes between God and the people. Most of these
disputes are formatted with God making a claim, the people responding in disagreement, and
God responding with the final word.

= A March: IEHIE ZE Malachi (A #] Lent)

March 6th — #E)Z E1{EE God's Love & Faithfulness (EHIEE Malachi 1:2-5 — Dispute 1)
March 13th - ER#R E2E% Despising the Temple (¥ HI & ZE Malachi 1:6-2:9 -Dispute 2)

March 20th — F{B R ELEE % Idolatry & Divorce (¥EHIE Z Malachi 2:10-16 - Dispute 3)
March 27th — 22 Z B)## God of Justice (BRI EZE Malachi 2:17-3:5 - Dispute 4)

Structure of Book:
Dispute $i2 1 - 1:1-5
Dispute 12 2 - 1:6-2:9
Dispute 12 3 - 2:10-16
Dispute &1t 4 - 2:17-3:5
Dispute %12 5 - 3:6-12
Dispute %12 6 - 3:13-18
Conclusion &1£ - 4:1-6

Dispute Format £it 2 =:
1: God makes a Claim #E & —#=



2: The People Respond in Disagreement & # & 3%
3: God Responds f# [E] M

Resources:

Sermon Video (Pastor Tian)
Sermon Slides (Pastor Tian)
Sermon Video (Dr. Stacy Minger)

Overview: Malachi (Bible Project) [English]
Overview: Malachi (Bible Project) [Mandarin]

M

f Israel h/Edom before the B lonian Exil

Maps of the Persian Empire
Map of Judah (Yehud) under Persian rule

Timeline of Rebuild under Persian Rule

Discussion Questions (Pastor Linghui Tian)

(1) Read Malachi 2:7-3:5 together. What observations do you make, and what stands out to
you? How would you summarize the passage?

(2) BN{ATIEFAIRAZ2 17" A NS EBE"XAE ? AT LR UBI|AXFFE LFH ?
HED, BNREBEELERLUNES L AR ? How to correctly understand the
sentence "Where is the righteous God" in 2:17? Why did the Israelites question God in
this way? Have we ever had similar doubts about God's justice in our life?

() BLBIAFRELFANNEN , REMIBECSHTALMALT , EREMA—# (SE3
:5) . XX S RIWEEHEHEBLEIREE ? When the Israelites questioned God's
righteousness, whether they themselves acted better than others, or the same as others
(cf. 3:5). What reminders does this have for Christians today?

(4) MBELFEANMNLET , AT ALFEBEIANETEENA (SE418: 23, 33:10-11, 1§
[53:9%0133 :6) . MREFRABANSHNLET , RIFRXMIQRERIEME ? XXS XK
RIEBFERWLEESE) ? If God is a righteous God, why does God not immediately punish
evildoers (cf. Ezekiel 18:23, 33:10-11, 2 Peter 3:9 and Mal 3:6). If God is the God of
opportunity, is that opportunity infinite? How does this help Christians today?

Important Notes (Pastor William R. Horne):

Notes on Q1: Please take note of the context, both recalling what we learned in Ezra-Nehemiah

and using the above resources (maps, videos, etc.). Here the people complain that it appears
God’s justice is absent as evil people seem to do well. God responds point to the future, that
God’s justice and deliverance will come. Included in this justice is his putting the people of God

on trial as well, where they must answer, did they give false witnesses, did they defraud their
workers of their wages, did they oppress the widows and fatherless, did they deprive the
foreigner, the immigrant of justice. If we desire the God of Justice in our world, we too must
examine our lives, whether we have acted for justice or not. This passage also contains clear

New Covenant ties with reference to the “messenger sent to prepare the way,” calling people to
repentance of their sins in preparation for the Lord-Messiah to come. And we know that
messenger was John the Baptist and the Lord coming to his temple is none other than Jesus


https://youtu.be/iyhHjcp8dCc?t=932
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Z42SRfPE4y7X35krGxPyyWJIcGQjSowz/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111022305003760555164&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=975O71BWhnE
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/malachi/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8T57vKj-Ix8&list=PLE-R0uydm0uN0xKD3tw0aheiQojlf1JB1&index=29
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tFqR--i8vR65UNcydtMDcN0P1IocObGP6zsQPzodJvg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1etJFccQZX3MryDbRrS1s5n6bjpYFgUOYwQ4VQG_JuV4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1B-jPxAPFXvR-dkqLLivyckb0uZtp_PYXSNJsG_iepRA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1pivSiquO322iIeBUBqD0yGXiqO8ft5FlPvqLRck4eek/edit?usp=sharing

the Christ, who has offered us deliverance from our sins, empower us for a transformed life, and
promised he will come again to execute justice, making all things right.



