May Teaching Theme: The Book of Ruth/Pentecost
W R Speaker: Pastor Peter Linghui Tian

B B Topic: The Ascension of Jesus

£ 3 Scripture: Acts 1:1-11

Monthly Theme: This month, we will begin transitioning from Easter Season (Resurrection
Season) to the time of Pentecost on the Church calendar (May 23rd this year). This past
Sunday is the final Sunday of Easter/Resurrection season, often called “Ascension Sunday” in
remembrance of the Ascension of Jesus. Pastor Tian examined Acts 1:1-11 this week.

F A May: f f]&iZF &i Pentecost Season

May 2nd — &S50 4: HRERs2 A E T M Ruth 4: Reversal, Restoration. Resurrection

May 9th — ZREEFERR A EEEE The Spirit Breaking Barriers [E B #& Church of All People] ( {£1E
T1# Acts 10)

May 16th — £ ¥ FX_Ascension of the Lord ({$£4T{& Acts 1:1-11, %& Psalm 47)

May 23rd — F A] & Pentecost (FIREE Leviticus 23:15-21, 4£1T{# Acts 2) (F A& Pentecost)
May 30th — E 4 Born Again (¥9#if8 & John 3:1-21)

Resources:

Sermon Video
Sermon Slides

Discussion Questions (Pastor Tian/Pastor Will):

(1) Read Acts 1:1-11 together. What observations do you make, and what stands out to
you? How would you summarize the passage?

(2) R LEMRESE SR BILEIARIA KRR ? Why didn't Jesus ascend to heaven to see the
Father immediately after his resurrection?

(3) Nt AEPERBHI I fEE—EBELTRTZE , BARFRXMNFHER ? ZNSK
BNERE , SAEREWLEF %A B 2 Why did Jesus tell his disciples to go—before
preaching the gospel to all people, they must first wait for the Holy Spirit promised by the
Father? What inspiration and help does this have for us to spread the gospel and lead
people to repentance?

(4) BRNERXBLERNEHME , MADARER T —MEARRE ? HALARELIXFR MA] ? X5t
SEREANNEME LB % ? When the disciples raised their eyes to the sky, what
question did the two angels ask? Why would angels ask them like this? What inspiration
does this have for our faith today?

(5) Why is the event of the “ascension of Jesus” so crucial for our understanding of the
Gospel?

Important Notes (Pastor William R. Horne):

Notes on Q1:

V3 - the beginning of the church is rooted in the certainty of Jesus’ resurrection. The subject of
the risen Jesus’ teaching during the forty days is given as ‘the kingdom of God’, or ‘God’s rule
as king,’ just like in the Gospel of Luke.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OlUhbSziaBE
http://www.lcccky.org/CellGroup/Meetings/%E8%80%B6%E7%A8%A3%E5%8D%87%E5%A4%A9.pdf

V6-8 - The disciples’ question isn’t wrong, per se, just short-sighted of the full vision of the
Kingdom of God. The Kingdom of God will be the fulfillment of all of Israel’s restorative hopes,
but even more! We see in Jesus’ words that, “trust in God’s sovereignty is not to be made
dependent on human expectation of a particular timetable or outcome (cf. Mark 13:32; Luke
19:11). For the present, it is enough that God’s rule is expressed in and through his
Spirit.” (Dunn, J. D. G.) Verse 8 becomes, in many ways, an outline for the rest of the story in
Acts as we witness the Gospel go out from “Jerusalem, in all Judea, to Samaria, and the ends
of the earth.”

Notes on Q3: When the disciples asked Jesus, “when are you going to restore the Kingdom to
Israel,” Jesus responds with (1) the Father knows the time of the fullness of the Kingdom (Jesus
return), (2) BUT, you will experience a taste of the Kingdom (and others through you) in the
power you will receive when the Holy Spirit comes on you. So we see that the Holy Spirit is
directly connected to mission and the mission directly connected to power to give people a
taste of the Kingdom to come. Remember, “mission” isn’t just the idea of going somewhere to
tell others about Jesus but a call to “live on mission” in all the spaces God has put you in,
through both your words and actions.

What are some practices we can adopt to better “live on mission” in our everyday lives through
the power of the Holy Spirit?
Some Practice Ideas:
(i)  Asking the Holy Spirit to give you eyes to see opportunities to share King
Jesus in either actions or proclamation.
(i)  Commitment and Consistency at local spaces to build relationships (like
going to the same barber, restaurant, store, etc.)
(i) Praying for your Neighbors daily, inviting them over.
(iv)  Praying for your classmates and investing in authentic relationships
(v) Involvement in city and community efforts, representing the way of Jesus
in those spaces.

Notes on Q5:

- First, Jesus is enthroned as King in his ascension. Recall, the Gospel proper is “The
Good News that Jesus is King and his Upside-Down Kingdom will reign forever.” Out of
this good news comes all the benefits of the Gospel (i.e., justification, reconciliation,
adoption, sanctification/transformation, etc.) In the coronation Psalms, we see the idea of
“ascension” connected to the idea of Kingship. They all carry this similar theme and help
us understand the significance of Jesus’ “ascension.” [Ps 24, 47, 68, 110, 118]

- Second, the ascension means “Jesus is seated at the right hand of God,” which is also
where Jesus intercedes or advocates for his people before the Father. Jesus is the
ultimate prophet, king, and priest. His priestly role, Jesus intercedes before God the
Father so that we give our allegiance to him as King we are “given his righteousness” in
exchange for our status of “guilty of sin.” God the Father looks at us through the lens of
Jesus, the righteous one (intercession).




- Third, we see from the words of the angels in Acts 1:10-11 that the ascension is also
connected to Jesus’ return. Remember, the “end goal” or vision is not “to go to heaven
when we die,” but that Jesus would return and establish the “New Heaven & Earth”
where we will reign with him forever, free from the effects of evil.
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