May’s Teaching Theme: Justice
YA Speaker: Linghui Tian (Peter)
B H Topic: Pentecost

23 Scripture: Acts 2

Monthly Idea: According to the Bible, true “Justice,” seeks out the most vulnerable in society in
order to provide protection and opportunity for flourishing. The righteous are those willing to
disadvantage themselves to the advantage of the community. The wicked are those willing to
disadvantage the community to the advantage themself.

This week we celebrated the birth of the church at Pentecost where God broke the social
barriers of the world to form his people of all nations. He then empowered his people to embody
“Heaven on Earth.” For the church to resist justice is to resist the Holy Spirit & not be the church.

We have seen this week, how close the application to this month’s theme is with the killing of
George Floyd. Police Brutality towards black lives has been a problem on repeat in the United
States and ideas of anti-blackness continue to invade our world. Right now, is the change for
the church to be the church and stand with the vulnerable. What will we do as the church of
King Jesus?

Resources:

Video: Bible Project “Justice” [English]

Video: Bible Project “Justice” [Chinese]

**If you haven’t viewed this video yet as a group watch it**

Video: Bible Project “Holy Spirit” [English]
Video: Bible Project “Holy Spirit” [Chinese]

Discussion Questions:

(1) Read Acts 2:1-21 together. What observations do you make and what stands out to you
in the story? How would you summarize the story?

(2) AHLERKEEE|EIEAXILEAR ? Why did Jesus not ascend to the Father

immediately after His resurrection?

(3) HREkEH EERN+XEREZRER, LURBESNEINREBEHLXR?Jesus
remained with the disciples for forty days and the Holy Spirit came 10 days later at
Pentecost. What was the relationship between Jesus's stay and the coming of the Holy
Spirit and the establishment and development of the church?

(4) RHLEBFERWIEE—EEERTEFZAH, DAXEFEXFHRTFHNER ? XNEE
BIEESE, SABERERBLE X ? Why did Jesus command the disciples to wait


https://bibleproject.com/explore/justice/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_gwpdmXeTmA&t=32s
https://bibleproject.com/explore/holy-spirit/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8RsU2Wxbh9g&t=90s

for the promised Holy Spirit BEFORE going out to share the Gospel to all the nations?
How does this arrangement inspire and help our evangelism today to lead people to
repentance?

(5) NHEERBRMAIMBERE, MNEMEGIEFTEWPLIEL ? What were the changes

demonstrated in the disciples’ spiritual life and Christian living in comparison before and
after the Holy Spirit?

(6) In what ways have you experienced the transforming power of the Holy Spirit or what
ways have you seen the transforming power of the Holy Spirit in other people’s lives?
How do the work of the Holy Spirit and the Event of Pentecost tie to our theme for the
month and to the events in the world around us?

(7) Spend time praying for the guidance of the Holy Spirit in seeking to be people who live
out “Heaven on Earth.”

Important Notes:

- In the Hebrew Bible, Pentecost is an annual harvest festival that occurs seven weeks
after Passover. It became an important Christian holiday after God poured out the Holy
Spirit upon the Jerusalem church on the first Pentecost after Christ’s resurrection. (Lev
23, Acts 2)

- The Holy Spirit is God’s Personal “Temple” Presence, who transforms the human heart,
liberating the Christian to love God and love others. God’s Spirit transforms His people to
share his moral character and empowers them to fulfill his purposes. Part of this
empowerment in sharing God’s moral/ethical character calls the church to be a people of
righteousness and justice.

- To see the importance of the Acts 2 Pentecost event Read these 4 passages together.
Exodus 34:29-30; Ezekiel 36:26-27; Jeremiah 31:31-34; 2 Corinthians 3:3-6,13-18. In 2
Cor 3:3-6, Paul uses wording that links Ezekiel’s promise of the transforming Spirit to
Jeremiah’s promised new covenant, in which God would write His laws in the hearts of
His people (Jer 31:31-34). In Exodus 34:29-30, Moses’ face was transformed as he saw
the Lord; Paul says that believers in Jesus are similarly transformed as they pay
attention to God’s Spirit (2 Cor 3:13-18). It is evident this is a process.
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Descent of Holy Spirit

Pastor Peter Tian

Pentecost: 50 days after the resurrection

Pentecost Sunday: the 7th Sunday after Easter

In the 50 days between Easter and Pentecost, Jesus stayed with the disciples on the first
40days, the remaining 10days disciples prayed and testified

Jesus gave The Great Command to his disciples —go and witness

Request them to stay on Jerusalem to wait for the HS

Why not right away go?

What did Jesus do in the 40days He stayed on earth after the resurrections? So crucial

1. Before HS descent, get his disciples ready, to prepare them

In the 40days, Jesus appeared to various disciples in different location

A. To help disciples to truly see his true identity, he is the resurrected messiah. This is the
foundation of the gospel. Today if someone doesn’t truly believe his resurrection, no future work
would be possible to continue



According to the scriptures, the disciples didn’t believe his resurrection: For example the women
went to anoint Jesus’s death body (didn’t expect resurrection); disciples had doubt and thought
the women’s witness of the risen lord is mad; Thomas wanted to touch His wound.

Jesus had 40 days to let disciples know He is indeed the messiah prophesied in OT. He sought
out to them, comforted them, he knew their situation, their weak flesh, to build them up. Jesus is
still approaching us today. He is our passionate high priest. We can come to him anywhere
anytime to seek help from him

B. Strengthen disciples’ faith: Peter three times denied him, even swear about it. Can peter
overcome this? Would this tarnish Peter’s leadership among his peers.

By the lake of Galilee, Jesus asked peter three times “do you love me?” Peter came out of deep
hole. strengthened his faith, his leadership

C. Teach disciples Father’s plan according to the scriptures, equipped them with the Words,
connected the dots between OT and NT, the life changes in the disciples obviously shown in
Acts, because of Jesus’s teaching in the 40 days

Luke 24 recorded that Jesus explained the scriptures, apply to the words to the current time

Wait for HS

What is going to change others’ inner being, the matter of internal life, science, education can’t
do. One can not solve the problem of sin by self effort or simple teach

John 16:8-11 without the guide of HS, none can.

The biggest miracle in life for a person is to knee down and humbly confess and admit as a
sinner

So even though go/witness is important, waiting is even more crucial, for the HS gives power
Zachariah 4:6

2. When HS descends

120 people, join together in prayers for 10 days. HS came down on the tenth day

A. Sound, filled the house

B. Tongue of fire, separated, on each

C. Filled with HS, speak in tongue

Examples: Paul, never decided when to accept Jesus’s salvation, on the way to Damascus he
was blown down by HS. HS likes the wind blows as the teaching of Jesus to nicodemus, Paul
asked who are you Lord? What should | do Lord? Active job of HS, man passively accepts.

But man needs to actively prepare themselves.

HS filled the house, who were they? Those who listened to the lord, waiting in joining prayers,
therefore they experienced and deserved the fill

Fire represents purity and light, shows a person’s true spiritual status. Pure, humble, truly know
himself. Like Isaiah, knew himself as a man with unclean lip lived an unclean life.

Speak in tongues, regional dialects, languages others may understand. For the need of other
people to understand God'’s truth.

All of the examples of filled with HS in the Acts, such as Peter, Paul, were for the establishment
of church



3. The impact of HS descending

Before: mat 26:55-56, Luke 22:54-62 John 20:19

Disciples were Afraid

Run away

Deny Jesus

After:

Acts2:14

Completely changed, brave, see other life more important

Instead of afraid, they stood among the Jews in Jerusalem, no fear, boldly preach gospel
Acts 4:8-10, 18-20

Pointed out sins of the leaders

Bravely face officials

Give testimony for the lord

From unbelief, small faith to testify for Him, his suffering and resurrection

Acts2:22

To be filled with HS, glorify Jesus in action

From care for their own safety to others’ spiritual need

Acts2:37-40 care about god’s kingdom, others not believe yet, to witness, bring others to
Jesus—these are the signs of those who are filled with HS

In summery:

Before HS descent

At the time

After

The dramatic change in the life of disciples because of HS

Today if you want to have power like the disciples to have good results of our work, first we
need to prepare ourselves in the Bible truth, join together in prayer, because HS doesn't fill
anyone, only those who are ready.

At this pandemic time, when we stay home, like the disciples stay 10 days, prepare ourselves
Don’t wait our time in other entertainment

Baptism of HS can be once, but be filled with HS can be multiple time, can happen today,
among AT : EREIE

Pentecost: the Coming Down of the Holy Spirit to us



