November Teaching Theme: Wisdom

YW H Speaker: FenFen Xie

L H Topic: We Always Thank God

£ 3 Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10, 5:16, 18

Monthly Theme: This month we will be looking at the idea of “Wisdom” through the lens of the
three major wisdom literature books in the Bible: Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Job. These books
are all seeking to address the same type of questions from a different vantage point. “What kind
of world are we living in and what does it mean to live life well in this world?” For us to
understand the full picture of Biblical Wisdom we have to examine all three books side by side.
We have already taken a look at Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Job. As we transition to our
Advent season, this week we are going to spend some time in reflection on the Christian
posture of thanksgiving. The concept of Thanksgiving is found throughout the Bible and is most
pronounced in the Pslams and Paul’s Epistles. A life of thanksgiving fits within the vision of a life
of Wisdom found in Scripture.

Resources:
Sermon Video
PPT File Attached to Email

Discussion Questions:

1. Read 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 & 5:16-18. What observations do you make and what
stands out to you? Summarize the Passage.

2. MBS ENEIEA L FEAREFESD ? EIRABRIEMHR, EISHLFRREFED?
What challenges and pressures did the Thessalonian church face at that time? What
kind of challenges and pressures do you face in your current beliefs?

3. MEHEEIEEAR, AHLAXEKRERN?FRS2MEE ENSRAEMIIEN E A HIE
MKW ?BRECHHBE BNRFHER, MIAREIMNRIHL, TRETAEZRHES
JZME ? When the Thessalonian church is under pressure, how does it respond? How did
Paul affirm and praise their faith performance in the face of pressure? Contrast yourself
and the church, facing Paul’s praise, what do you think we lack, whether it's personal or
church level?

4. —PMEB#EZIRE, BRE KRIWREE NRENLEBR?RHINERBTEHRE, fe
| £ 7 RS 4, ? A Christian should learn to give thanks, living a life of gratitude.
What inspiration does it give you? Especially during Thanksgiving, what would you thank
God for?

5. Read Philippians 4:4-7 together. What observations do you make and what stands out to
you? How would you summarize the passage?

6. What does Paul say the key to “not being anxious about anything” is? Why do you
believe the combination of prayer with thanksgiving is so important? What are you
thankful for? What is Paul thankful for, given his context? Compare and contrast, where
we center our thankfulness.

Important Notes (Pastor Will):


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gXG2FnQzlzM

Paul & the Thessalonian Context: Similar to many of Paul's congregations (including in
Philippi), the Thessalonian church was under much suffering for their proclamation that Jesus is
King (Lord). In many of Paul’s letters, we find the joined together themes of joy, prayer, and
thanksgiving despite the perilous suffering both him and his congregations continually faced. In
this letter, Paul’s thankfulness is for the faith/loyalty of the Thessalonians church, driven by their
continued enduring allegiance to King Jesus alone, even under persecution.

Key to Pauline Theme “Joy, Prayer, Thanksgiving”: In both letters, we are examining in the
discussion today (along with many others), Paul uses the Jewish 3-fold Piety formula found
throughout the Pslams: Rejoice in the Lord, Pray Always, and Thanksgiving. Absolute “Joy” is -
or at least should be - the distinctive mark of the follower of Jesus. Christian joy is not the
temporal kind, which comes and goes with one’s circumstances; rather it is predicated
altogether on one’s relationship “with the Lord,” and is thus an abiding, deeply spiritual quality of
life. Christian Joy, however, does not mean the Christian lacks or negates other emotions as
some would wrongly apply these commands. God has created us as holistic beings with the
fullness of emotions important to our being. Christian Joy, however, is a larger emotional
disposition in light of the broader perspective we have on life in Christ Jesus. The Christian
experiences this kind of Joy by continually being in a posture of prayer and thanksgiving, as
these spiritual disciples tap us into a new perspective on life and our circumstances. We see in
the letter to the Philippians, Paul can rejoice because “The Lord is Near.” This both speaks to
Jesus’ nearness to us in the present through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and to King Jesus
being near in the sense that he will soon return and make all things right. From this place, | can
live with profound hope even in lament and deep joy and thanksgiving even in the midst of
suffering. Thus, Paul can be “content in all things.”

Paul & Philippian Context: Paul wrote this letter from one of his many imprisonments. As we
see in the middle of the letter, Paul was unsure if he was going to live or die in prison. From this
place and Paul’s life experiences of suffering being on mission for King Jesus, Paul has a heart
of thanksgiving placed in being content in all circumstances. Paul is able to do this because he
has a great, eternal perspective on life through his walking with Jesus. Philippi was a Roman
colony in Macedonia that functioned as a military outpost and thus was filled with patriotic
idolatry, nationalism, and persecution for those who refused to give their allegiance to Rome
and to Caesar. Thus, the church in Philippi suffered much for proclaiming Jesus was King (Lord)
thus Caesar was not.

Reflections on Q6:

The key in the passage to live life without anxiety is found in “prayer with thanksgiving.” This
combination of prayer and thanksgiving is key to freedom and peace in the life of the believer. In
prayer and thanksgiving, God reorients our perspective on the situation. As | have said before,
prayer is not about changing God or making him attune to our needs but about God changing us
- our perspectives, our attitudes, our understandings, and ultimately our character that is
displayed in our actions towards others. Thus to be Christian is to be constantly in a humble
posture, always open to change (especially in prayer, but also in conversation with others).
Prayer is not truly prayer until we are willing to let God change us.




Recall, that Paul’s context is suffering. His own life was characterized by thanksgiving in the
midst of suffering and he could not imagine a Christian life that was not a constant outpouring of
gratitude to God. As we see in his letter to the Romans in chapter 1, a lack of gratitude and
thanksgiving is the first step to idolatry.

Let me quickly read to for your Romans 1:21-22:

“21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to
him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although
they claimed to be wise, they became fools...

Thanksgiving does not mean to say “thank you” in advance for gifts to be received; rather it is
the absolute basic posture of the believer. Often our “thanksgiving” is distorted as it is solely
surrounding things we idolize, like wealth, career success, or safety. It is not that we shouldn’t
be thankful for these things (quite the opposite!), but when our thanksgiving is only in the
context of these things, we further lift up our wrongly directed affections and idols, ultimately
shaping our identity for ill. Pauls’ context of suffering helps us understand the depths of
thanksgiving he is referring to - thanksgiving for a God who bestows grace upon us, who walks
with us in suffering, provides for our needs, and will ultimately return to make all things right.
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HERG
11/24 i35 35450

£35:16, 18

"RE . B . REXEES MHFZEL AR #HMIRKAEEM#E, BRE. TRBESMN! &
MAMNARNEERE M, FENRMRRIRM], £ @S- EET, FMEMISSMRNRE DS
MIX RABOAZHTE ERZERMNEIMAEEREFNZM. ® MAEHHEZE, HMEMFRNER
Fikl) ; ERNEMNBFTEIMRMNBE, TRAEFSE BEFNEMER, FREBHED. IE&M’HH%D
E, HANEMNBE, MMRNWEGHBEEANAN, FEAMNEREZR, BETERHGHESR, AZEE
ﬁ’xxﬁl&ﬁﬂ MBCETE ; BEEMRIMET DEW M WixT FrAE £ 2 ARER, ljJIE’]JE}sM’]’{ﬂ%B
ZEHEHE, FIMNA #HBELTEE SEW AN TiZT, MEESLBEBEFT, FAUFAENE
H"J_\lﬁ BRI ECELRARMNIBEFRIRINME, MNREFEFBE, HA M ZRENX
BEXGER #, FERMILFMXEBRE, EMMIER EEH BRI BT R RAERER,
s {E % FE S RT$5 1:1-10

EEREER TEHEES NBHE . BAIXE #EEENRHKERMRIIAENEE. "
Iy 2 SIAT$ 5:16-18

—, HFEHRE

1, &=

MEIHEESLH MPERARZER, MbEiE, (RIOLUETEFEES E@#RRK TEECHLEBEERS
R, REZRZ, HRECHEL., HITMEE2RTAMENLES., T ENMEMR ZBIAE



B, REFOENME, BEFDERTEEMNER, NMANERETIBMFEE. FIMERZRER]
BEMEITRRE, FOAiEEEE. MUESLMNERBFEZHRETFLMRE,

17 BB AMEM HKR ADEIRIF, BRTYMHAHBESR, BIkE, 23EEOAEE B MR, BH
BRE . WA FEESRE, HAFMN, FHIE B LB RAZMAERE, WU 0 TBRRELXT
MBEXEXRT, ERERKEZiA], XLEABEEYEMGS, EHE - TERER, |

EHEITIR 17:5-7

MettaRs), REAEBTERBATENERS, RFHEARIMNEGEE, BRARTHEKRE, FEBAIA
NEBREEESE,

2, RMHEN

REPAGSPRGH, FELUNEEE MUMMZHREER. LMNGES LA RENSHEER
x, BREREHKG, EESRBHANIERTITE, RABRBREXEEENSFIRNZE

B ERHIME, BREEMERAT—H, ENEREANA, FRARNNS, UaiEMNESRkeX
RETECHNE, NEEZEEREREACHRE., TRLFAREIMNNRE, MEREBZ2HN—
oy, RERMNWEERUSEO L MBRESHNNEEBEAN., R RDEITBSME T HS R,
FEEREREE B REAYIS S

"HE A-RMMXEE, SMEMRESRNEEOFREHITIX REORZHNFE, RRLEHNTIMHRES
AFRaEm . "
s 18 % FE SR 5 1:3

=, REHAE
PWRFEDMEEHERLMNLEEB, F2.
TX: XFFH. BHERT,

e BRAFBRIER

B EEREN—-EEE

MEELEDMEXZREETH,

HERKEER, FERFITUEEEER, BRI LFREENUEE ZRNATUEZHRAMHFM,
... BRRERZIMHMRE,

24501

WSS Ao BRENFREFRERREEMNERRIE ?
ERNEROMBEATHGHEMEHESER. 4757 FHECAH,
iR T —4%, BRARGEEM  RERMLET, FEEHHESTEFAR,
74% F£Af,

MXRFEIMEEE, AEEERRINE.

244512

BEAENER

&l 4'a BEE, BEEs #, b ZREFNESE, BRES TR, 2 ity
Wik, BBRAET, HMAXE, MHIBHE, "

FEEP 11:4

RTREE®E, —UHIET, BEEEKE

24513



EEN)

"BINMG— I EEBEMA, AT +HEHIRINE=EXEE; (FHESN, EF4E ; x5S, BHF
HE; RE MEE, ) "

FAMREEH 12:2

[R] &R
MMEEEEEMALG?

We Always Thank God

1 Thess 1:1-10, 5:16,18

Pastor Xie

Maybe the earliest book Paul wrote "Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for
this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus."

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 NIV

Maybe the most familiar to Christians

The importance of thanksgiving

1. Thanksgiving with prayers

Paul prayed and gave thanks for you, People in Thessalonians, similar to we Chinese, believed multiple
gods,

"How you left idols"

For the people prayer is familiar—pray to your God

"On the side of" + "to request”

to pray w our requests

For 5:3 peace and safety (security)

God is there to satisfy our desires

Paul founded the church of about 50, in the city w population of 100,000, Thessalonica was the second
largest city in Mesopotamia

Roman let the local government to manage the city, no tax, no Roman soldiers, the royal family still
enjoyed the privilege, the requirement of Roman to the city was peace and safety — no riots

The signs of "Angle of fertility" filled the city

Acts17 Paul arrived at Thes., his preaching of the good news of Jesus caused riots

Acts17:5-6 mob and Jason's adversity

The scarcity of Christians in the city

Paul had to leave the city, Christians were attacked in the city b/c they thought they were the reason of
riots

Paul prayed and gave thanks—emphasize thanks! (Rare for the locals to link the prayers and thanks)
Paul reminded the church the meaning of thanks:

1. Oath (covenant w God)

2. Set apart for the holy

Thanksgiving is to remember who we are, our covenant w God, we are set apart from the world

Paul reminded them, they were not same as before,

not just praying for our own request to our god,

Like driving out your gear at neutral when pray,

Pray and be thankful In His will

2. To remember in Jesus Christ
Remember before our god and father



Instead of our work, labor, endurance—our struggle stress; bother, beating; holding on/hanging there
But Paul praised love, hope, to have faith in Christ

In Christ means we are vessel of god

In church worshiping is different from online worship

Only after we are in Jesus Christ, we can respond w hope & love
Examples of

ANER Y ——FES

James Huston Taylor

Heb 11:4 Even he died, because of faith, he is still talking

Be a man in Christ

Faith, love and hope live forever



