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The Israelites exiled to Babylon

F£TF25. 1-21
2 Kings 25:1-21
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I. The cause of the exile of the Israelites
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1 Hear the word of the Lord, you Israelites, because
the Lord has a charge to bring against you who live
in the land: ‘There is no faithfulness, no love, no
acknowledgment of God in the land. 2 There is only
cursing, lying and murder, stealing and adultery;
they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows

bloodshed.
---4T4: 1-2/Hos.4:1-2
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My people are destroyed from lack of
knowledge.

---4T4. 6/ Hos. 4:6a
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the moral law the civil law the ceremonial law
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7 The more priests increased, the more they
sinned against me; they exchanged their
glorious God for something disgraceful. 8 They
feed on the sins of my people and relish their

wickedness.

---474:7-8/ Hos. 4:7-8
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The prophets prophesy lies, the priests rule by
their own authority.

---- J5:31/ Jer. 5:31
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16 This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘Do not
listen to what the prophets are prophesying to you;
they fill you with false hopes. They speak visions
from their own minds, not from the mouth of the
Lord.’

---- #823:16/ Jer. 23:16



“WApedpdl, " MBEANFHMT, X&ER
¥, ARTFAHSLRATHARTRY,
FLH5RMNAX, KX AITXEN, LEA
oA, M5 e HELLEL, IR
Al iy, 7

32 ‘Indeed, | am against those who prophesy false
dreams,’ declares the Lord. ‘They tell them and lead
my people astray with their reckless lies, yet | did
not send or appoint them. They do not benefit these
people in the least,” declares the Lord.

---- #823:32/ Jer. 23:32
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4 Then the officials said to the king, ‘This man should be
put to death. He is discouraging the soldiers who are left
in this city, as well as all the people, by the things he is
saying to them. This man is not seeking the good of
these people but their ruin.” 5 ‘He is in your hands,’ King
Zedekiah answered. ‘The king can do nothing to oppose

you.
———— JK38.4—5/ Jer. 38.4—5
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When Ephraim saw his sickness, and Judah his sores,
then Ephraim turned to Assyria, and sent to the
great king for help. But he is not able to cure you,
not able to heal your sores.

----{1J5:13/ Hos. 5:13
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Ephraim is like a dove, easily deceived and senseless
— now calling to Egypt, now turning to Assyria.

----{1)7:11/ Hos. 7:11
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Priests Prophets Kings the officials
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Profit lies trustmg the officials trusting other kings
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dereliction of duty

AR E LIl XK T

my people are destroyed from lack of knowledge
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Il. The scene of the exile of the Israelites
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lll. God’s grace in judgment
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‘l have loved you with an everlasting love;
| have drawn you with unfailing kindness.’

---- HB31: 3/Jer.31:3
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| will betroth you to me for ever; | will betroth you in
righteousness and justice, in love and compassion. |
will betroth you in faithfulness, and you will

acknowledge the Lord.
----{A]2: 19-20/Hos.2:19-20
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But Zion said, ‘The Lord has forsaken me, the Lord
has forgotten me.’ ‘Can a mother forget the baby at
her breast and have no compassion on the child she
has borne? Though she may forget, | will not forget
you! See, | have engraved you on the palms of my
hands; your walls are ever before me.

———%49. 14—16/Isa.49.14—16
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1. Daniel--- a prophet in the king’s palace
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Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell prostrate before
Daniel and paid him honor and ordered that an
offering and incense be presented to him. The king
said to Daniel, ‘Surely your God is the God of gods
and the Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, for
you were able to reveal this mystery.’

{B2: 46-47/ Daniel 2:46-47
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Then the king placed Daniel in a high position and
lavished many gifts on him. He made him ruler over
the entire province of Babylon and placed him in
charge of all its wise men.

---{B2: 48/ Daniel 2:48
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It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule
throughout the kingdom, with three chief ministers over
them, one of whom was Daniel. The satraps were made
accountable to them so that the king might not suffer loss.
Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the chief

ministers and the satraps by his exceptional qualities that

the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom.
---{B6: 1-3/ Daniel 6:1-3



MEXALEIAE, REELALHREF, &
B, $&ZHAHN, BERNXFFE, AR
FERBEENTAENLBAAR, AR
MAERA, REBR, BHRIREKEH
&, A BERIAMIR, G MHRA TR

Then King Darius wrote to all the nations and peoples of
every language in all the earth: ‘May you prosper
greatly! | issue a decree that in every part of my
kingdom people must fear and reverence the God of
Daniel. For he is the living God and he endures forever;
his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will

never end.’
---{B6: 25-26/ Daniel 6:25-26
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‘He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and
wonders in the heavens and on the earth. He has
rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.” So
Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the

reign of Cyrus the Persian.
---{B6: 27-28/ Daniel 6:27-28
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2. Ezekiel--- a prophet among the people of exile
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In my thirtieth year, in the fourth month on the fifth day,
while | was among the exiles by the River Kebar, the
heavens were opened and | saw visions of God. On the fifth
of the month - it was the fifth year of the exile of King
Jehoiachin — the word of the Lord came to Ezekiel the priest,
the son of Buzi, by the River Kebar in the land of the
Babylonians. There the hand of the Lord was on him.
——£51:1-3/Ezek. 1:1-3
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At the end of seven days the word of the Lord
came to me: ‘Son of man, | have made you a
watchman for the people of Israel; so hear the
word | speak and give them warning from me.’

———%£3.16—17/Ezek. 3.16—17
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3. Jeremiah--- a prophet among the people who
were left in Jerusalem
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A. Before the Exile: Jeremiah revealed their sin in
deserting God, proclaimed the consequences of their
desertion, and called on them to return to God.
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9 “Will you steal and murder, commit adultery and perjury,
burn incense to Baal and follow other gods you have not
known, 10 and then come and stand before me in this
house, which bears my Name, and say, ‘We are safe’ — safe
to do all these detestable things? 11 Has this house, which
bears my Name, become a den of robbers to you? But | have
been watching!” declares the Lord.

----HB7:9-11/Jer. 7:9-11
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B. During the exile, Jeremiah exhorted the Israelites
to cease rebelling against Babylon.
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8 Furthermore, tell the people, “This is what the LORD says: see, | am
setting before you the way of life and the way of death. 9 Whoever
stays in this city will die by the sword, famine or plague. But whoever
goes out and surrenders to the Babylonians who are besieging you will
live; they will escape with their lives. 10 | have determined to do this
city harm and not good, declares the LoRrp. It will be given into the
hands of the king of Babylon, and he will destroy it with fire.”
----HB21:8-10/Jer. 21:8-10
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At the same time, Jeremiah wrote a letter to the
exiled people and exhorted them to cease their

rebellion.
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1 This is the text of the letter that the prophet
Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the surviving elders
among the exiles and to the priests, the prophets
and all the other people Nebuchadnezzar had carried
into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 5 ‘Build houses

and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they
produce.

----BB29:1,5/Jer. 29:1,5
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6 Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for
your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so
that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase
in number there; do not decrease. 7 Also, seek the
peace and prosperity of the city to which | have
carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because

if it prospers, you too will prosper.
----HB29:6-7/Jer. 29:6-7
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C. After the exile, Jeremiah decided to stay with the
people who were left and go with them to Egypt.
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2When the commander of the guard found Jeremiah, he
said to him, ‘The Lord your God decreed this disaster for
this place. 3And now the Lord has brought it about; he has
done just as he said he would. All this happened because
you people sinned against the Lord and did not obey him.
4But today | am freeing you from the chains on your wrists.
Come with me to Babylon, if you like, and | will look after
you; but if you do not want to, then don’t come. Look, the

whole country lies before you; go wherever you please.’
- JR40.2—4/Jer.40.2—4
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So Jeremiah went to Gedaliah son of Ahikam
at Mizpah and stayed with him among the
people who were left behind in the land.

---- J840.6/Jer.40.6



MMt "Wl & 5649, i%ﬂ%&
AR RHRMA KL, dedbdl: “RMNEH
A, RLRE RN, LRHFR; K/ARMN,
FREE, BRI ESRNORBEEET , 7R
miRMATE e x, R, FZRMNE,
BAYRERNALE, RBEARMREERSF,

He said to them, ‘This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, to
whom you sent me to present your petition, says: “If you
stay in this land, | will build you up and not tear you down; |
will plant you and not uproot you, for | have relented
concerning the disaster | have inflicted on you. Do not be
afraid of the king of Babylon, whom you now fear. Do not
be afraid of him, declares the Lord, for | am with you and
will save you and deliver you from his hands.
----BB42:9-11/Jer. 42:9-11
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2Azariah son of Hoshaiah and Johanan son of Kareah and alli
the arrogant men said to Jeremiah, ‘You are lying! The Lord
our God has not sent you to say, “You must not go to Egypt
to settle there.” 3But Baruch son of Neriah is inciting you
against us to hand us over to the Babylonians, so that they
may kill us or carry us into exile to Babylon.’

----HB43:2-3/Jer. 43:2-3
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This is why | weepand my eyes overflow with tears.

“ARFARB, AKEHA; KK SHIEL,
ARk #BE AR EZR”
My eyes fail from weeping, | am in torment within;

my heart is poured out on the ground because my
people are destroyed,
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My eyes will flow unceasingly, without relief,

----1¥1:16; 2:11; 3:49/Lam. 1:16; 2:11; 3:49
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